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9/27/2018 MakerSpace: l.egos! The ane tool every makerspace needs? — @TLT16 Teen Librarian Toolbox
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MalerSpace: Legos! The one tool every makerspace needs?

JULY 31, 2017 BY KAREN JENSEN, TLT 1 COMMENT

: Search this website...

Recent Posts

= Post-it Note Reviews of Elementary and Middle
1 maintain that a gentine staple of a good MakerSpace can be found in Legos. Make no Grade Books

mistake, Legos are not cheap, but they have a versatility about them. And you can get around
the cost af Legos by buying random bulk packages off of Amazon. You have no idea what kinds
of pieces you will gel, but they are significantly cheaper. And occasionally you can find a good
sale, Wal Mart, for example, occasicnally has a case of 500+ Legos for around $30.00, It's a
good starting place. You can siarl small and keep adding fo your collection aver iime. You need
a good amount of standard bricks, but you also need unique pieces to really build a variety of
projects. Some libraries successfully get donations from the community, but 1 have tried at two
different libraries and have found that people really like to hang an 1o their l.egos.
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In addition to just deing regular Lego builds, you can cambing Legos with things like LiltleBits
and a Hummingbird Robotics Kit to take your Lego creations fo the next level, if you are really
advanced, you can even combine them with a Raspberry Pi to make a remote control car.
Below we adapted the idea behind brushbots to make vibrating Lego cars. All you need is a
vibrating motor, a coin battery and an adhesive to atlach if to your Lego car,

Recent Comments

= Karen Harris on Things i Never Learned in
Library Schocl: Dealing with Minors and
Pornography

= PaperWithPurpose on Helping Teens Prepare
for College? Don't Forget to Taik About Sexual
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Here are some of the ways we use Legos in our Teen MakerSpace at The Public Library of
Mount Vernon and Knox County.

The Lego Wall

Inspired by all the great Lega walls we Kept seeing online, we too wanted to created a Lago
walt, but we simply didn't have the wall space in our area, So we made a poriable Lego wall
using a piece of plywood and 4 10%10 Lego plates. We can set the L.ego wall in one of our
windows and take it cut whenever we would like, We can also take it with us on a stand for
outreach events.

Violence

Cathy on Sunday Reflections: What's a Powder
Puff?

Dora Benet on Book Review: Dream Country by
Shannon Gibney

Reflection Blog 2 information Communities,
Middie Grade Librarians | Lovisa's |School Blog
on Middie Grade Monday ~ Reader's Advisary
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Advertisements

This s a Lego maze that was built by multiple teens on our Lego wall. One teen starled it and
as teens come in they continue to make it grow, Al this peint about 4 teens have had a hand in
building this maze.

The Daily Lego Challenge

We put out a daily Lego challenge as one of our regular Teen MakerSpace stations, Ajarge
number of our ideas come from the book 365 Things to Do wilh Lego Bricks.
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The Lego Challenge Game

We took the idea of the Lego chalfenge cards one step further and creafed a Lego challenge
game, Again, this idea was inspired by things | fourd online. | created a numbered game sheet
and a teen created our dice using Sculpey clay. You simply roll the dice and complete the
challenge that matches the number you ralled. You can make muitiple game boards and rotate
thern out 1o keep it interesting.
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Rube Goldberg Machines

A Rube Goldberg Machine is a type of chain yeaction machine where one action leads to
another, You can make one using Legos. In facl, there is even a hook about it called Lego
Chain Reaction. After teens get the concept dawn, it's fur to challenge them ta make a design

of their own,

Stop Motion Animation

We regularly use Legos In our Stop Motion Animation station. The mirifigurines are great cast
members and you can build your own sets.

Lego Books

http:/fwww.teenlibrariantoclbox.com/2017/07/make rspace-fegos-the-one-tool-every-makerspace-needs/ 416
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We have a HUGE collection of Lege books in our Teen MakerSpace and they are some of our
highest circulating items. No Starch Press has a great collection of Lego books.

Although our books are always available for check out, we do keep the Legos locked up when
no staff is in the room {o help prevent thedt.

And no, Lego didn't pay me to write this post. | have just really found Legos to be a useful
MakerSpace tool,

FILED UNDER: MAKERSPACE TAGGED WITH: LEGO, L £EGOS
Trackbacks

New Makerspace and Digital Media Lab Resources — Stephen'’s Lighthouse says:
December 27, 2017 at 7:00 am

; [---1Legos! The one tool every makerspace needs?, School Library Journal The author
- celebrates the versatllity of Legos, with ideas for Lego prejects and games, plus tips far
getting around the high cost of Lego sets. [...]
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